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of 4,500,000, there Is a railway mileage of 10,000, or a mile of railway to every 450 persons,1 India has a population of 294,000,000* with a railway mileage of 28,000, of which an appreciable portion is due to the energetic policy of Lord Curzon within the last seven years. This gives the ratio of a mile to 10,500 people. On a comparison of areas, however, India is better served with railways than Argentina. The figures are: India, with an area of 1,600,000 square miles, has a railway mileage of 28,000, while the Argentine Republic, with an area of 1,125,000 square miles, has a railway mileage of only 10,000. With an area scarcely 44 per cent, greater than that of Argentina, we have a railway mileage approaching to three times as great as that of the Republic.
With all these facilities ready to hand, with a settled government, and with an industrious and fairly intelligent population, why Is it that the country does not advance rapidly on the path of Industrial progress? The reasons are many and various. First and foremost, there is a want of correct appreciation of the economic position among the people at large, and among the parties chiefly interested. Nowhere is it more true that knowledge is power than in the industrial and commercial field. We find that the very existence of problems which trouble the
1 I take the figures from an article by Lord Avelmry, in  tlie Standard of 21st November 1905, p. 5.
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